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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION )
EPA CONTRACT 68-01-7367 e e

Mr. Duane Heaton

Deputy Project officer

Emergency Support Section 5HS-12
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
230 South Dearborn Street

chicago, Illinois 60604 o

September 30, 1990

TAT-05-G2-02276

RE: P;ymoutﬂgcenE§g§E§§fxﬁﬁiT¢eé?pwnshi Michigan
TDD# 5-9008-26 R ENOHEL

i Dear Mr. Heaton:

on August 24, 1990 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.
EPA) tasked the Technical Assistance Team (TAT) to conduct a
release investigation at the Plymouth Center complex in Northville
Township, Wayne county, Michigan . This letter report
summarizes the initial TAT investigation conducted on August 24,
1990 and the subsequent TAT investigation requested by the U.S. EPA
and conducted on August 29, 1990.

The Plymouth Center site encompasses a large tract of land
(approximately 800 acres) northwest of the intersection of Five
M@le Road and Sheldon Road in Northville Township . The N S
site was the former location of the Plymouth Center For Human

Development which housed mentally and physically handicapped e
children and young adults. Several buildings are situated )
throughout the site. The Plymouth Center For Human pevelopment has
been closed down since 1980 and the majority of the buildings have
since been abandoned.

Tl:xe complex is currently owned and maintained by Wayne County.

Since the complex closed down, there have been frequent reports of oo
vandalism and looting, and the Northville Township Fire Department .
(NIFD) has been called to the site several times to contain fires
as ‘a result of suspected-arson.

On August 24, 1990 a Wayne County Sheriff's Deputy conducting.a:: .
~routine patrol .of the Plymouth ' Center complex noticed -aibrokenz: .
padlock on the boiler building which previously provided power forj
the entire complex. Upon entering the building to further

investigate, the officer immediately began to experience symptoms

of irritated eyes, throat, and skin. The officer exited the

b\}lldmg and called the NTFD. Upon arriving at the site, an NTFD

fireman entered the boiler building and immediately experienced
_ symptoms similar. to the Wayne County Sheriff's Deputy. The NTFD

requested assistance from the Western Wayne County Hazmat (WWCH) T s

Roy F. Weston, Inc. J e TR ——
MAJOR PROGRAMS DIVISION satl ¥ sk
InA with ICF Technology, Inc., C.C. Johnson & Malhotra, P.C., Resource Applications, Inc., =
and R.E. Sarriera Associates . 7
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1 = uilding in 1, e WWCH
equi evel A A L en i i
bg:egzsgto;ndthzbiil‘l\;edi nagbank of appro’(1matelypéegs:;taéergle‘ztigté:e . Sinqiﬂe ;éni;dex;itc;n August 24, there was not continuous security o
e, S, 15 acid onte the ‘Cofssar + Several of which had appar t e . ovided a e .
e floor. TIn agqit; ently leakeq e o .
o 2]1.:;1 Jt’.)bserved approximately 32p drugglf:t:?:::’aiu}-e Hazmat personne) NTEFD Assistant Chief Rosselle informed the TAT and OSC of labelling =R
T Chief };’fcf;mpouzﬁs and corrosive materials "JT"IE{) Xanm;s boiler information taken off the drums in the building by WWgHt;;xersgnnel
eni le ordered th y e —ant Fire during the response on August 24, 1990. Most o e drums : e
R to the east, wnicp jg leased b; t‘;a;;,: c-:g:alf : o ihe adjacent buildin contagned products manufactured by Dearborn Chemical Company and
i - Ty RS Organizatio,l' included compounds c«laolled "Dearsc:ld 30",b:'§1ka§ilm", dand :Sugeg R
‘Filmeen-22". TAT member Capone used a mobile phone and contacte

Dearborn Chemical Company to obtain more information on the hazards
‘of these products. TAT member Capone spoke with Dr. Hwa of e —

Dearborn Chemical who stated that the .above mentioned compounds
Dr. Hwa further @~ -,

S B e The Michigan pe ’
partment of Natural
. . the U.s. Epa Tespond to the incide Rte Soarces (MDNR) Tequested that were no longer produced by Dearborn Chemical.
. mg"1t°rln9 and technical asslstancen ttT:oS Provide the NTFD with air stated that the "Alkafilm" and "Super Filmeen-22" were relatively
c(OSCi Walter Neiq tasked the TAT to.res. + EPA On-scene Coordinator non-toxic, inert products used to prevent boiler corrosion. Dr. _
T mplex at 190 hours on August 24 199p°"d to the Plymouth Center ,/ Hwa also cautioned tl'éat the “Defaariol :}g", a mcl:)hlzx:inatedth{drc‘;carbon
based compound used as a fuel o0il combustion ca alyst, may
. TAT member Dan ca n : § 4 iall o
R Pone arriveq adversely react with the spilled battery acid, potentia Y
;;:I;el?ss;ftant Chief Rosselleatoghetlf:errli'ez{?%t 1930 hours and pet producing toxic vapors. "' £
S e briefed TAT fiemper . Assistant Cchief 5
‘S:grvlces had been coht"ractedczgogie::d Stated that kep Industria] Subsequent to the conversation with Dr. Hwa, OSC Dollhopf and TAT
th:ért::ysfgu;the B0, Acistart Chllg;_ tiiloes Sl;ulllléilggrsgd were on mem:ert Capone _ente€e€ the boié.:r buia]:ii_ng in iive].. B_dperstojnal
T ion was under er stated protective equipment to assess the conditions on the inside. pon
1};01_: needed.  TAT pepper Capofx:ntlzofi and U.S. EPA assistance was entering the building the TAT observed poor housekeeping conditions
e Tlefed on the situation. the site and osc Neid was and obvious signs of vandalism. The TAT and OSC inspected the
basement of the building and made the following observations:

o There was a mounted rack containing approximately 60
batteries, some of which appeared to have leaked their
contents. The floor in this area had been previously
covered with soda ash by K&D personnel to neutralize the S

. NTFD ad made e
. veral re t
lnitiate 5 quests to wWayne Cou ici
M Wayne Cou:t;ls::uso ;c:elso; a(;:' the. site. yN’I‘FD ofgggziaifsflfcellatlsth:g acid.
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. WCDPS representatives Stanley Wyre and Tom Schmelzer 'agreed to

background were observed on an i
ckgr : y of the instruments throu
building.  0sSC Dollhopf also observed a bag of matérialgsggththe
thought may contain asbestos. : .
During the inspection of the buildin ‘
ect . g, OSC Dollhopf a
dgcumented con@ltlons which met the faétors outliné; i;“;aige §A§
(hz(Z) of Section 300.415 of the National Contingency Plan (gpr
which shall be considered in determining the appropriatenes !
removal action. Specifically: 2o

o :gggiiaoz_potential exposure to hazardous substances or
! nts oxr contaminants b nearb i
aylmals, or fébd drain; ¥ o populathns,
o Hazérdous éubstances ofrpaliufant; §r i o
contaminants in
drums, barrels, tanks, or other bulk storage containers
that may pose a threat of release.

The TAT and OSC observed obvious signs of leaking batte id i
A X ' ry acid
ggiuzggieg pulldlng basement. This condition,'éimbinedy;ith t;:
e wiEh éfpropgr storqge of drummed wastes, some of which may
P e fpllled acid, created an actual/or potential threat
o pe ie. Although the boiler building at the Plymouth Center
buigdin S no longe; actively maintained, some of the surrounding
e hgs are occupied and are connected to the boiler buildirg
- ‘g a series of underground heating tunnels. This condition,
ompiled with the documented frequent vandalism of the boiler

building, created an actu i
s public,health. al and/or potential threat of exposure to

Sgogesexiflqg the building, the 0SC and TAT met with WCDPS
Rozselig atlges, WCHD representatives, NTFD Assistant Chief
s né i? Ken Markey with K&D Industrial Services (contractor:
e thy ounty) -to discuss Wayne County's plans for mitigating

e reats posed by the conditions inside the boiler building.

immediately make arrangements to i i
e Breuidloi g o implement the following cleanup

o Secure all entrances to the ‘building ‘includingr-thé,
; up@ergrpund heating tunnels; z "
- e ?févide¥on site security. - - & %&
(] Dismantle and overpack' all batteries located in the
basement; y
(<} Segregate, restage, sample, and overpack all drums

containing material in the building;

Wayne County officials agreed

: iA@tachment'

~cc: R. Dollhopf, osc ] Ty

sh and other debris from the

Collect and overpack soda a .
. have contacted the spilled

pasement floor which may
battery acid;

Saﬁple the bag of suspected asbestos containing material;

(e}

-0 collect and dispose of all small containers in the
- building; -

o Arrange for and complete disposal of batteries, drums,

and collected soda ash/debris.

to supply the U.S. EPA with written
correspondence outlining the above work plan object;ves: The NTFD
agreed to provide oversight during the cleanup activities. ’

hould you have any questions, or require additional information,

please feel free to contact us.
Very trﬁly yours,

ROY F. WESTON, INC.

FokDaniel éée'

Environmental Scientist

P William R. Doyle p

Technical Assistance Team
Leader, Region V

- DC/1h
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM F
AL AR OR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION

Mr. Duane Heaton
Deputy Project Officer
Emergency Support Section, S5HS-12

September 30,

1990

TAT-05-G2-02283

U.S. Environmental Prot i
1 ection
239 South Dearborn Street Sy
Chicago, Illinois 60604
RE: Plymouth Center, N i
ort ichi
s e i hville, Michigan

Dear Mr. Heaton:

on Septemb c

ey pEPA) eiasl)ie’d ItQhSO, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agenc

Sha poteniletty e e Tie;hnlcal Assistance Team (TAT) to monitoi
Bl e b Sih pons le pax"ty (PRP) removal activities at the
e T et eo,r;.n Northville, Wayne County, Michigan (Figure
i S TR B P! summarizes the removal activities conducted
A e TAT activities pursuant to this task. et

The i

(appr?:}cyi]:lc:tl:gi Cseg:er site encompasses a 1large tract of 1land
g omms andysheldacreS) northwest of the intersection of Five
s locationonfRoad in Northville Township. The site was
e of the Plymouth Center For Human Development
e e _yl ;pd phy51ca]_.1y handicapped children and youn
et e Forl Hulfn"agrxs Dz:,ee ls;ltuated throughout the site. Thz
and the majority of the buiidingspm:::e haabsanbd?)enrtladCIOSEd Bl

The com i

oyl tg]éexcozzlg;xrx;elrg:slgg owned ax;;i maintained by Wayne County

vandali ; , there have been fre p
ism and looting, and the Northville Town shigu;g::e r:ePpoarrﬁ:smegi

(NTFD) has been called
. to th i i i
e site several times to contain fires

On August 24, 1990, a Wayne C i
- experienced irritati ounty Sheriff's Deputy and a fi ]
tﬁle) i IIL‘e :ci’ :;f;;:tlo: of thg eyes, throat, and s%:inyaaftiraexf-ntl:2§?:n
e B %a the site to investigate potential vandalismg
and:'determinedy::-.hatounbty Hazmat (W‘WCH) team responded to the sité
the bos) By aas ot a bank of leaking batteries in the basement of
alao noten Sardl etsource of the. noxious vapors. - WWCH personnel
ki compoundma ely 20 drums. in the basement containing boiler
e e s and corrosive materials. K&D Industrial
contracted by the NTFD to assist in mitigatingrtge

threats posed by the si
spilled batteryy e d.s"te- K&D personnel spread soda ash over the

Roy F. Weston, Inc.
MAJOR PROGRAMS DIVISION

In Association with ICF Technol
spd RE. Barsicta Aesicinics ology, Inc., C.C. Johnson & Malhotra, P.C., Resource Applications, Inc.,

WIS,

P

-Release Investigation report ~(TDD 45-9008-26) . ~

The U.S. EPA was notified of the situation by Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (MDNR) personnel. The U.S. EPA subseguently
tasked the TAT to respond to the situation, but U.S. EPA assistance
was declined by the NTFD.

After failing to force Wayne county (PRP) to clean up the site, the
NTFD contacted the uU.Ss. 1990 requesting
assistance in mitigating the threats posed by the Plymouth Center
complex boiler building. On-Scene coordinator (0SC) Ralph Dollhopf
and the TAT conducted a release investigation at the site on August
29, 1990, the results of which are detailed in the Plymouth Center

Wayne County
verbally agreed to undertake immediate cleanup
actions at the Plymouth Center site on August 29, 1990 following
the TAT release investigation. The U.S. EPA tasked the TAT to
monitor the PRP cleanup activities on September 11, 1990.

representatives

TAT member Andrea Thompson visited the Plymouth Center site on
September 11, 1990 to monitor the cleanup activities conducted.by
Wayne County to date. The TAT met with Mark Manor, the site
project manager and the Hazardous Materials Manager for Wayne
County Department of Public Service (WCDPS) . Mr. Manor briefed the
TAT on the activities conducted to date. The TAT then toured the
facility with Mr. Manor and the following activities were

documented:

o The bank of patteries in the pasement of the boiler
puilding were dismantled, removed, and sold by Wayne
county to a battery recycling company - The soda ash that

K&D Industrial services had spread on the floor to
neutralize the acid had been cleaned up, except for one
half of a bag which still remained.

o The 55-gallon drums which wer€ in the basement had been
removed from the basement, overpacked, and staged on the
first floor of the boiler building. The drums had been

sampled and samples were sent to Wayne county's Alr
Pollution Control Laboratory, in Detroit, Michigan, for
analysis. : - :

o A 24 hour site se&:urit;y guard was present on site.

o Pesticides that had been stored in a nearby .gr§in
elevator building had been moved into the boiler building

for security purposes (approximately four 1-gallon
containers) .
[ Small containers which contained paints, jacquers, and

thinners had been composited into a 55-gallon drum with
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WAYNE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES

- ENGINEERING DIVISION
wwwwww EDWARD H. McNAMARA
______________________________________ Vﬁx[%giﬁai}ﬂ . e COUNTY EXEGUTIVE
- : G.E SIEMERT, PE.
| 3Ly DIRECTOR AND COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER
industrial absorbent. This activity had been conducted il @13 247758 e
in the adjacent maintenance building. 2
<) Small containers which contained the paints, lacquers, .
BT s and thinners had been cleaned and disposed of by Wayne |
County. . — October 1, 1990
On September 27, 1990, a site meeting was held between TAT member L

Thompson, Mr. Manor and John Kamphius of WCDPS, and Fire Chief
Robert Toms and Assistant Fire Chief Rick Rosselle from NTFD, to
discuss the current activities and progress that had taken placeat =
the Plymouth Center site. 1 Ms. Carol A. Graszer
) SR T L I I T . U.S. EPA - Region V
Emergency Support Section 5HS-12
*230 South Dearborn Street
- Chicago, IL 60604

CERTIFIED MAIL-
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

* During the meeting, the TAT documented that the following

- additional activities had been conducted by the PRP: ~ ~ — T

““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ ) The pesticides from the grain elevator had been placed ey

into a 55-gallon drum, however, the material had not been
sampled yet.

Dear Ms. Graszer:

Re: Plymouth Center Facility, Northville Township, Michigan

s S o The paint mixture drum containing the composited paint .
i wastes had been moved into the boiler building and staged e ] This letter is to update you on the current status stemming
e i for security purposes. ' from your Agency's PRP letter of September 13, 1990 from Mr. Robert
B - @ J. Bowden, and to provide clarification of what constitutes the
o Mr. Manor was currently investigating disposal options site.

for all.the drummed waste on site. He was additionally
evaluating the possibility of moving the drummed wastes
to an alternative NTFD or Wayne County building so that

The site is the County property on the west side of Sheldon
Road which consists of fallow agricultural and wooded land with

numerous abandoned buildings which comprised the Plymouth State
Home and Training School. The County also owns property on the
east side of Sheldon Road which was the Wayne County Child
Development Center, an orphanage for retarded children, was
acquired at another time and is a completely distinct and separate
site and facility.

24 hour security could be discontinued at the Plymouth T
Center site.

Should you have any questions, or require additional information,
please feel free to contact us.

Very truly yours, The current status of the Northville site is as follows:
s 1. All buildings have been surveyed. All
— hazardous chemicals were transported to
T ( AU D P maintenance building for commingling. As is
. et ! T evident from the attached 1list, chemicals
. 7+ Daniel Capone : ¢ encountered were almost all paints, sealers,
A ) Environmental Scientist : ) etc. They were subsequently secured in the

o switching building.

ROY F. WESTON, INC.

7

Sl L. .
. - -\-’ 2. Hank Maciejewski, an EPA Region V, Certified
I (Wl William R. Doyle B . RCRA inspector, personally inspected our
Technical Assistance Team " commingling operation, and determination of
Leader, Region V ’ i

DC/ec
L s Attachment
415 CUFFORD
DETROIT, Mi 48226
(313) 2247600




disposal Obtiong, and also i
containers to certify them ag empty,

¥ s buj g
approximately 65 feet SOutheast of

he r
Statjiop an approximately 50 feet from Sheldon
Roaqd, This building is a brick

s
Stee]l double doors, and no windows.

Sampleg of Unknown boiler Componentg have been
Sent to Air Pollution Division for analysis;
we are awaiting Tesultg,

The 0il SPilleq on  the floor of he

t
Maintenan e b 1lding has n absorbed and
Place into g S. Waste motor oj3 drumg will
€ sampleq week for PCB's, and if found
to be negat €, will be Tecycleq,

The Propert was Urveyeq PCB
transformers. hree discovered on the

e (o] t
on Detrojt Edison bPoles, and are belj
their property. Detrojt Edison Will pe
Notifjeq this wWeek ang You wijy be
wWith 5 COpy of that notification.

Soda ash hag been removeq from the basement of
the powerhouse, and j bpart o

s f waste being
Storeq at the switching building.

Air Pollution Division will Sample the air jpn
e Powerhouse for acids and dust this week,

and wijj furnjgsp Sample resultg Within 10 days
of the sampling.

Pursuant to Mr. Dollhopf's approval, having
moveqd all SUspecteq hazardous chemicals o
Secure building; i.e., switching'building, the
24-hour guard Service was discontinued Friday
evening, September 28, 1990,
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